
  

 

 
  

May 2, 2023 

It was a beautiful morning for our April meeting, and we 

had 90 in attendance. It had a bit of a medical theme 

with both the vignette, the speaker and even our 

member introducing our speaker had medical 

backgrounds. 

For the first time in over 3 years members were led by 

Peter Gowdy in singing O Canada. Another milestone! 

Dan Clements shared a video of the tour of the 

Cambridge Archives. A link to the video and more can 

be seen later in the Newsletter. After our guided tour of 

Central Presbyterian Church, the next event will be the 

Blue Jays game June 1. 

 
 

   
 

  

John Moffat, our vignette speaker, is a retired surgeon, who can trace his 

ancestors’ first contact with the Galt/ North Dumfries area back to the mid 1800’s. A 

lack of suitable land forced that generation to settle elsewhere but a subsequent 

generation returned. I find John’s delivery so calm and unhurried, and he wove 

together different highlights of his life. In hindsight we should have asked for a 

show of hands for those members who had firsthand experience of John’s skills 

with a knife. John also provided (for me anyway) a new word of the day “bezoar”. 

Hank Nykamp, is a former coroner. Hank had been recruited to introduce our guest 

speaker, Dr. Myriam Nafte, a forensic anthropologist. Dr. Nafte walked us through 

several classifications of evidence involved with forensic investigations. Her 

particular area of expertise is bone identification. Unfortunately, time did not allow 

her to present some of the cases she had worked on. 

The Portuguese Club has asked that we not park on the North (Right) side of the 

parking lot. You may have noticed when we left there were several school buses 



parked. They have an agreement with the club and us parking there interferes with 

this agreement.  

We look forward to warmer, sunnier days and hope you enjoy the month until we 

meet again. 

. . . Bob Howison, President 

Feel free to forward this newsletter to a friend who may be a prospective future 

member. Consider also providing your friend's email address to Bob McBlain, our 

Membership Chair, for further follow-up. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

Recording of April 26 Meeting 

Click on the button to view our last meeting recording. 

Dr. Myriam Nafte's presentation starts at the 48:30 minute mark. 

John Moffat's vignette starts at the 22:19 minute mark. 

Watch the Meeting Recording  

 

 
 

  

  

 
  

  

https://youtu.be/MwjsECocgc4


Ron Woynarski, chair of the Nominating Committee, asked the membership to 

consider helping with the leadership of the club. A survey will be sent out soon to 

the members. This is an opportunity for folks to indicate a particular area of club 

leadership that they may have an interest in. If you have zero interest, then you can 

ignore and not complete the survey. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

Dr. Myriam Nafte was our Guest Speaker 

We see television shows depicting forensics and news 

broadcasts referencing forensics. This was an 

opportunity for us to gain a broader understanding of 

how investigations are really carried out in the complex 

world of crime scene investigation. 

Due to the nature of the physical evidence she’s 

recovered, it has been Dr. Nafte’s experience to work 

alongside law enforcement, scientists and homicide 

investigators as part of a collaborative team. Along with 

the important procedures involved with such 

collaborative efforts, she will discuss some of the most 

challenging cases of her career. 

Dr. Nafte began with an overview of the fast-evolving 

field of police forensics with an overview of the 

protocols governing death scenes, expert witnesses, 

and the processing of physical evidence. 

She provided examples throughout her explanation 

that illustrated each aspect of forensic investigation. 

There has been a lot of change between 1953 and 

2020. 

Dr. Nafte then spoke about the highly specialized area 

of identifying human remains. Determining a biological 

profile, the manner versus cause of death and the 

challenges of facial reconstructions were all brought to 

life through real life images and case studies. 

 
 

  

  

1953 Crime Scene 

  

2020 Crime Scene 

 
 

  



If you missed the meeting or would like to see view Dr. Nafte’s presentation to us, I 

would encourage you to click on the “Watch the Meeting Recording” button above 

and go to the 48:30 minute mark. 

As a forensic anthropologist, Dr. Nafte is an active advisor and consultant for 

criminal casework across North America. She received a Specialized Honors BA in 

Medical Anthropology from York University, a BEd degree in Science from Brock 

University, and completed an MA and PhD in Physical Anthropology [Skeletal 

Biology] at McMaster University. 

Currently, Dr Nafte is an instructor at McMaster University where she teaches 

upper-level courses in Death and Dying, Global Health, Infectious Disease, and 

Narratives of Health and Illness. 

She is the author of numerous articles and books including Flesh and Bone: An 

Introduction to Forensic Anthropology; Crime and Measurement: Methods in 

Forensic Investigation; The Skin of Murder Victims [Editor], and the forthcoming 

anthology Trophies and Talismans: The Traffic of Human Remains. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

John Moffat presented his Vignette 

John Moffat’s parents were married just days before 

the great stock market crash. John’s father worked for 

H J Heinz Co., as a salesman, and eventually went into 

the grocery business in Galt and bought a farm on the 

north side of Galt. 

John lived on the farm until 1953 when at the age 12, 

he went off to boarding school, De La Salle Oaklands. 

He loved boarding school, played a tenor drum in the 

school band, enjoyed the company of the 50 odd 

boarders, and played a lot of sports. 

He then went on to Medical School at U of T where he 

joined a fraternity, Beta Theta Pi that emphasized 

scholastics and singing. 

  

  



He interned at St. Michaels Hospital which was a rich 

environment for learning and where he met Dolores 

Sprowls. She had come up from Mexico City for a post 

grad course on Surgical Nursing and was there for 6 

months. The following summer he went to Mexico to 

meet her family and married her a year later, in 1957. 

They had 6 children in the next 7 years (one year he 

had Hepatitis). 

They moved to Galt and John started his medical 

practice. Galt was a very happy place to work, the 

surgeons got along beautifully. They were lucky in that 

regard, there are many places where jealousy and 

ambition interfere with good feelings between 

surgeons. 

 
 

The Beta Theta Pi 

fraternity emphasized 

scholastics and singing. 

Half of the Toronto chapter 

were war vets. 

   
 

  

They immediately got involved with the Soper Park Tennis Club. John joined the 

Executive of the Galt Hornets Hockey Club. The executive was larger than the 

team. However, John assured us that every man on that executive had a set of 

duties, and it was a smoothly run organization. 

He spent 6 years on the Parks and Recreation Commission of Galt, followed by 5 

years helping run the Can-Amera Games. Then John was appointed to the Board 

of Governors at Wilfred Lauder University for 6 years. 

John joined the Board of Lisaard House. Then John became involved in the 

development of a Community Foundation in Cambridge, along with Dave 

Pinnington and Tom LeBrun from this club, and many others. 

From John’s vantage point of 9 decades on the planet, he looks back on all these 

projects with pleasure and pride. They had fun and made many friends. 

To view John Moffat's vignette click on the “Watch the Meeting Recording” button 

above and go to the 19:22 minute mark. 

 
 

  

  

 
  



  

Once you reach the 100 year milestone you birthday will be recognized each year, 

Ivan is 101 this year! 

 
 

  

  

 
  

Our May 31 speaker will be Adele Alfano 

Adele Alfano is from the Autism Dog Services (ADS). 

Each ADS service dog enables an autistic child, who 

may otherwise feel isolated, to build self-esteem and 

participate in school and community life. 

Autism Dog Services (ADS) was founded in 2007 by 

Wade Beattie, a pioneer in the autism service dog field. 

ADS is accredited by Assistance Dogs International 

and is also a member of the Canadian Association of 

Guide and Assistance Dog Schools. ADS makes a 

very positive impact on the lives of children and their 

families and is honoured to serve the community with 

its strong values. 

 
 

  

Autism Dog Services  

 

 
 

  

http://autismdogservices.ca/


ADS is a unique and highly effective provider of service dogs for children in 

between the ages of three to 18 years of age with autism and related disorders in 

most parts of Southwestern Ontario. All interested applicants have the right to be 

considered to receive a service dog. 

 
 

  

  

 
  

May Vignette 

Vignette presentations are a long-standing tradition in 

PROBUS that are an important part of enabling us to 

get to know something about our new members and 

broadening our network of PROBUS colleagues. 

Will Stoltz will share his background and past 

experiences with us when he presents his vignette at 

our May meeting. 

 . . . Mike Jeans, Vignette Chair 

 
 

   
 

  

  

 
  

Update of Constitution and ByLaw 

As previously notified, we will have a vote at the May meeting on the two motions 

from Ron Woynarski regarding modification of our Constitution and Bylaws. 

If you have not yet had the opportunity to review the updated Constitution and 

ByLaws, you can do so and see what changes are being proposed by clicking on 

the button below:   

View updated Constitution and ByLaw  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact:  

Ron Woynarski, 519-841-6162, rwoynarski@gmail.com  

 
 

  

  

 
  

https://www.probuscambridge.org/club-history
mailto:rwoynarski@gmail.com


Cambridge Archives Tour 

At the April meeting, Dan Clements shared some video 

highlights of our tour of the Cambridge Archives led by 

Dan Schmaltz. Click on the "Archives Video" button to 

see it. 

During the tour, we took the opportunity to recognize 

Ivan Robinson’s past 15 years as the club's archivist 

and his 101st birthday.  

The tour was extremely interesting and Dan, the city 

archivist, has agreed to host another. If interested I 

suggest you contact Dan Clements. 

 
 

  

Archives Video  

 

   
 

  

  

 
  

Activities: 

Register online or see Mark Maloney at our next meeting. 

 
 

  

Guided Tour of Central Presbyterian Church 

The tour will be happening about the same time as this 

May Newsletter is being published.  

At our next meeting we will hear about how the tour of 

Central Presbyterian Church was enjoyed by the 

participants. 

 
 

   
 

  

https://youtu.be/-RvQrGVur1c


Toronto Blue Jays Game 

On June 1 we are going to watch the Toronto Blue 

Jays play the Milwaukee Brewers at the Rogers 

Centre. 

The cost of your game ticket and bus to and from the 

game is only $90. It is a great deal!  

There are only a few seats left.  Registration deadline 

is May 12. Bring a friend! 

You can click on the link to register online. 

For help or more information, please contact: 

Norm Steele, steelenorm013@gmail.com,  

(519) 212-0303 

 
 

  

Blue Jays  

 

 
 

  

Links to Upcoming Activities: 

Toronto Blue Jays Game 

Galt Mural Tour and Lunch 

Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum 

Golf Tournament 

Whiskey Tasting 

Billiards Tournament 

Christmas Gala 

To see all activities, go to our website: 

Activities  

 

 
 

  

  

 
  

mailto:steelenorm013@gmail.com
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075111
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075111
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075140
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075208
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075222
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075136
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075787
https://probuscambridge.org/event-5075242
https://probuscambridge.org/activities
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